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BELLING
No need because yow’re still going to be the understudy. To Georgia.

(COMMOTION, and overlapping:)

AARON OSCAR
Georgia? 1 thought she just did words.
BOBBY BAMBI
Best idea you’ve ever had! She hasn’t danced in years!
RANDY

Anything’s better than Jessica.

GEORGIA
I...1don’t know, Chris.

BELLING
You know the score and script better than anyone else, you sing the songs from your heart
because that’s where the words came from. T realize it’s been quite some time since you traded in
your tap shoes for a rhyming dictionary but —

BAMBI
Excuse me, but speaking for those of us in the chorus, 1 really think Niki should get the role.
She’s talented, and dedicated —

BELLING
And since you're Niki’s understudy, if she gets the lead, you get Aer part.
BAMBI
- well yes, that too.
BELLING
Nice try, Bambi. But either Georgia is in or I’'m out. What do you say, Oscar?
OSCAR
Chris, I’ll put my money where your mouth is.
BELLING
Launder it first. Aaron, I assume this move more than meets with your approval?
AARON
I, uhm ... no, to be honest, it doesn’t.
GEORGIA
Thanks for the vote of confidence.
AARON

[ have my reasons.
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— #5 The Woman’s Dead \_

COMPANY
00000000000!  00000000000! 00000000000!
. GEORGIA
THE WOMAN’S DEAD, THE WOMAN’S DEAD
AARON
GO TELL HER FANS TO CHANGE THEIR PLANS, THE WOMAN’S DEAD
NIKI
WOULD SOMEONE CARE TO SAY A PRAYER?
BOBBY
WHO MIGHT THAT BE?
BELLING

DON’T LOOK AT ME!

GEORGIA, AARON, NIKI, BOBBY
THE WOMAN’S DEAD.

COMPANY
00000000000  00000000000! 00000000000!
THE WOMAN’S DEAD.
SHE’S DEAD AND DONE

JOHNNY

SHE’S FLOWN THE COOP
AND NOW OUR TROUPE IS MINUS ONE ...

NIKI
SHE SANG EACH WORD.
THE ANGELS HEARD.
THEY CLOSED HER MOUTH
AND SHIPPED HER SOUTH.
NIKI & JOHNNY
THE WOMAN’S DONE.
COMPANY _
00000000000!  0O000000000! 00000000000!
WOMEN MEN
THE WOMAN’S DEAD, THE WOMAN’S DEAD

THE WOMAN'S DEAD, THE WOMAN'S DEAD
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MEN
THE SKIES ARE BLUE

NIKI
HER LIPS ARE TOO

COMPANY
CAN'T BLOW HER NOSE, CAN'T SHAKE HER HEAD,
SEE FOR YOURSELF IT’S LIKE I SAID
THE WOMAN’S DEFINITELY
POSITIVELY -

(CAST hears the US door opening and turns to see
LIEUTENANT CIOFFI ENTER.)

CIOFFI
Excuse me, I'm Lieutenant Frank Cioffi of the Greater Boston Police. I’'m assigned to the
Homicide Division and oh — it’s an honor to be standing on the same stage with each and every
one of you.

COMPANY
DEAD!
DEAD!
DEAD!
CIOFFI

Sorry if I’ve interrupted a rehearsal but fet me assure you that I don’t want my own work to delay
your production from reaching the home on Broadway it genuinely deserves. I happened to see
Robbin’ Hood in previews and may [ say that, with the exception of the deceased Miss Cranshaw,
you’re all just such wonderful performers.

(PLEASED COMPANY MUMBLINGS)
And what a great score.

AARON
Well I appreciate that, Lieutenant.

GEORGIA
On behalf of my half of that compliment, thanks as well.

CIOFFI
You're more than welcome. I’ve, well, I’ve done a little community theater myself —
(Polite “How nice” and “Oh's" from COMPANY)
— oh, no, nothing that fancy, although my Billy Bigelow at the Brookline Barnhouse gota
favorable review ... and in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” my Bottom was very well-received.

BELLING
Wait one moment. You say you're from Homicide?

CIOFFI
Ah, well, yes. Based on a preliminary autopsy, it’s clear that Jessica Cranshaw was murdered.
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