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GRADY
It was more than that to me, Niki. I needed you to stay here where I could hail you and guide you.
But this infernal musical was going to New York no matter what I wrote about it, that’s what Sid
Bermstein said—

CIOFFI
.;m show in previews, you saw how to guarantee that Jessica Cranshaw would never

Nistt

go to Broadway. As a critic on opening night, vou could rush from your seat after the finale
without any eyebrow being raised, retrieve a bouquet you’d hidden in the lobby, and come
straight back down the aisle as the ultimate show stopper.

GRADY
Yes, and I tried to shoot Carmen and sandbag you, the same way I posted closing notices for
Jessica and Johnny ... an imperfect performance on my part but one learns from one’s mistakes,
right, Niki?

CIOFFI
Daryl! I see you're out of guns. How far from this theater do you think you can get without ene?
GRADY
Good point. Set your own gun down for me.
CIOFFI
Wait—
GRADY
Now.
CIOFFI

Fine. Just don’t hurt her.

(CIOFFI opens his jacket, reveals his holstered gun, and places
it om the stage.)

GRADY
Get back!

{GRADY picks it up, putting the knife away.)

CIOFFI
Daryl, I’'m going to take Niki away from you now.
GRADY
You already have.
NIKI
Frank, don’t ...
GRADY

Take one step and you’re dead.

(CIOFFI takes another step.)
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